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I like to keep patchwork as simple as possible and that is why I have chosen this method for making half-square-

triangle. Having said that it does not mean that a quilt has to look simple, there are over 200 different ways to lay 

out half-square-triangles (h-s-t) to make amazing quilts, just Google it you will be blown away. 

I have made each of my h-s-t approx 3.5 inches finished. There are 36 h-s-t in this block.  The method I have used to 

make the h-s-ts  gives you two identical h-s-ts. I have used 36 different patterned fabrics = 72 h-s-ts = enough blocks 

for another square of the sampler so save these extra blocks. 

Requirements 

Patterned fabric –cut 36 x 4.5 inch squares 

Background fabric – cut 36 x 4.5 inch squares 

Centre square fabrics – cut 36 x 2.5inch squares 

Instructions 

1. Either - draw a pencil line diagonally from corner to corner on the background squares   

                  OR 

                 - iron square diagonally wrong sides together. 

To Make the Block 

1. Pin a background square and a patterned square right sided together. 

2. Sew a ¼ inch on either side of the drawn / ironed line. Figure 1 Strip piece for speed. See Figure 1a 

 

 Figure 1 Figure 1a 

3. Cut on the drawn / ironed line. You now have two identical half-square-triangles. Do exactly the same with the 

remaining 35 background and patterned squares. 

 4. Press the seams toward the patterned fabric. 



At this stage you could arrange your h-s-ts in a simple pinwheel design, Figure 2, 

 Figure 2 

or take it that step further and include the square in the centre, as follows Figure 3.

 Figure 3 

5.  Either - draw a pencil line diagonally from corner to corner on the centre squares square  

                  OR 

                 - iron square diagonally wrong sides together. 

6. Pin square over the corner of the h-s-t as shown in Figure 4.  Always sew the square to the same point ie always 

have the light fabric on the left as in Figure 4 otherwise you will have trouble spinning your pinwheel. 

This time you need to sew just slightly to the right of the drawn line. 

 Figure 4 

 

 

 

 



 If you want to be thrifty you can sew ½ inch from the drawn line, cut between and you have a small block to play 

with later, see Figure 5 

 Figure 5   5a 

 5b 

7. Assemble you blocks as per Figure 3. 

8. For my sampler I made 9 pinwheel blocks sewn in 3 rows of 3. Row 1and 3 iron seams to the left. Row 2 iron 

seams to the right, this will make sewing the rows together easier and give better seam alignment.  See Figure 6. 

 

 

Enjoy 
 

 

 

 


